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Themes in World History, 1300-1850:
Transitions, Transformations and Continuities
Professor Jeremy Adelman

History Department

G32 Dickinson Hall

Spring, 2014
Wednesdays, 9:00-11:50
In the past decade, the field of World History has undergone important changes – not least because what we now call “globalization” has alerted national and regional historians to extra-national/region forces and processes.  Of course, for some regional and national historiographies there is not all that much that is new; this is especially so for colonial and post-colonial settings.  This course aims to braid together some of the main themes of world history with some of the major historiographic works that have marked the field.

How have world historians addressed change over time and how have historians concerned with macro-social change, but who may not consider themselves “world historians,” grapple with global forces in their accounts?  In dealing with these questions and the debates surrounding them, Marxist, structuralist, and post-structuralist work enjoy some pride of place.  They are not the only ways in to engage global histories of social change.  But they have framed so prominently the way historians have come to terms with the issues.  Besides, the theme allows me to smuggle in some classic works of historiography that more populate footnotes more often than they do desks.
The format of each seminar will be divided into two parts.  The first part will consist of a discussion of the selected readings.  Students will be expected to have read all the assigned readings carefully.  Depending on enrolments, “teams” or “pairs” or perhaps even soloists will present the readings and lead the discussion.  Presentations cannot last more than 20 minutes to provide ample time for debate.  And they should avoid summarizing the contents of the readings, as we will all have read everything anyway.  The second section consists of a “Book Report.”  Here, soloists will present the book in question to the seminar, outlining its arguments, locating the book in its historical context and discussing its historiographic or theoretical impact.  Presenters will therefore have to do some digging into the history of the book itself.
In addition to exercising voice in the seminar, you will also be expected to write a final paper of 25 pages on a given theme, or cross-section of themes, tackled in the seminar.  Yes, you can, and most likely will, do readings beyond this syllabus and bring them into the paper.  No, you are not expected to do research on “primary” sources, unless you are choosing to make this paper into one of your two research papers required by the program.  If that is the case, come and see me well in advance.  By April 15th, submit a two-page outline of your topic and a bibliography.  Another option would be to write a course syllabus for an undergraduate survey you may wish to teach.  I will discuss this option during the first seminar.
Finally, we will discuss the option of submitting a short response to Bruce Mazlish essay in the first week of class on the Toynbee Foundation website.  Mazlish (now retired at MIT) has kindly agreed to respond in an open forum section of the website.  I will in turn encourage colleagues in Tokyo, Paris, and Berlin – with whom I am working on a graduate consortium in global history – to enlist their graduate students to participate in the discussion.  Consider this an experiment in digital global history.

Grading Scheme:

General Participation: 40%
Book Report: 20%
Final Paper: 40%
WEEKLY SCHEDULE & READINGS
Week 1: Global History as History of Globalization?
Patrick O’Brien, “Historical Traditions and Modern Imperatives for the Restoration of 

Global History,” Journal of Global History, 1:1 (2006)

Immanuel Wallerstein, “What are We Bounding, and Whom, When We Bound Social Research?" Social Inquiry, Winter (1995)

Dominic Sachsenmaier, Global Perspectives on Global History (Cambridge University Press, 2011), chpt 1 and http://toynbeeprize.org/some-reflections-on-the-nature-of-global-history/
Bruce Mazlish, “Comparing Global History to World History,” Journal of Interdisciplinary History, 28:3 (Winter, 1998), pp. 385-395 and http://toynbeeprize.org/globalization-an-agenda/
Sanjay Subrahmanyam, “Connected Histories”; Modern Asian Studies 31:3 (July, 1997)
Samuel Moyn & Andrew Sartori, “Approaches to Global Intellectual History,” in their Global Intellectual History (Columbia University Press, 2013), pp. 3-32
Week 2: Conquests
Nicola di Cosmo, “State Formation and Periodization in Inner Asian History”, Journal of World History 10:1 (1999), pp. 1-40
Peter C. Perdue, China Marches West: The Qing Conquest of Central Asia (Harvard University Press, 2005), chpts 4-7

Hugh R. Clark, “Frontier Discourse and China’s Maritime Frontier, Journal of World History, 20:1 (March, 2009)

Matthew Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest (Oxford University Press, 2003), chpts. 2-4

Serge Gruzinski, L’Aigle et le Dragon: Démesure européene et mondialisation au XVI siècle (Fayard, 2012), chpt 3

Bruce Trigger, Natives and Newcomers: Canada’s Heroic Age Reconsidered (McGill-Queens, 1985), chpt 3
Giancarlo Casale, The Ottoman Age of Exploration (Oxford, 2011), Intro & chpts. 1-2
Book Report: Inga Clendinnen, Ambivalent Conquests
Week 3: Systems
Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System I: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century, (Academic Press, 1974), chpts. 6-7
---------------------------, The Modern World System II: Mercantilism and the Consolidation of the European World-Economy, 1600-1750 (Academic Press, 1980), Intro & chpts 1, 4-5
Steve Stern, “Feudalism, Capitalism, and the World System,” American Historical Review, 93 (1988), pp. 829- 872 and Wallerstein response, pp. 873-885
Steven Feierman, “African Histories and the Dissolution of World History,” in Robert Bates et al (eds.), Africa and the Disciplines (University of Chicago Press, 1993)
Joseph Inikori, “Africa and the Globalization Process: Western Africa, 1450-1850,” Journal of Global History, 2:1 (March, 2007), pp. 63-86
Sanjay Subrahmanyam, “Holding the World in Balance: The Connected Histories of the Iberian Overseas Empires, 1500-1640,” American Historical Review, 112:5 (Dec., 2007), pp. 1359-1386
Michael Pearson, The Indian Ocean (Routledge, 2003), chpts 4-6
Book Report: Linda Colley, The Ordeal of Elizabeth Marsh: A Woman in World History (Pantheon Books, 2007)
Week 4: Circulation
Sidney Mintz, Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History (Penguin, 1985), chpts 2-4
J.H. Galloway, The Sugar Cane Industry: An Historical Geography from its Origins to 1914 (Cambridge University Press, 2005), chpts 4-5
John Wills, “European Consumption and Asian Production in the 17th and 18th Centuries,” in John Brewer and Roy Porter (eds.), Consumption and the World of Goods (Routledge, 1993)
Enseng Ho, Graves Of Tarim: Genealogy and Mobility across the Indian Ocean (Cambridge, 2006), section 1
Kevin O’Rourke & Jeffrey Williamson, “After Columbus: Explaining the Global Trade Boom, 1500-1800,” Journal of Economic History, 62 (2002)

Dennis O. Flynn & Arturo Giráldez, "Born with a 'Silver Spoon': World Trade's Origin in 1571," Journal of World History, 6:2 (Sept., 1995), pp.201-221
Robert Hellyer, “The West, the East, and the Insular Middle: Trading Systems, Demand, and Labour in the Integration of the Pacific, 1750-1850,” Journal of Global History, 8 (Nov, 2013), pp. 391-413
Book Report: Marcus Rediker, The Slave Ship: A Human History (Viking, 2007)
Week 5: Intervisibilities
Stuart Schwartz (ed.), Implicit Understandings: Observing, Reporting, and Reflecting on the Encounter between Europeans and Other Peoples (Cambridge, 1994), chpts by Morgan & Lockhart
Serge Gruzinski, What Time is it There?  America and Islam at the Dawn of Modern Times (Polity, 2010), chpts 1-3 & 8

Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Courtly Encounters: Translating Courtliness and Violence in Early Modern Eurasia (Harvard, 2012), Introduction & Chpt 3
John Willis Jr., “Maritime Europe and the Ming,” in Willis (ed.), China and Maritime Europe (Cambridge University Press, 2011)
Ira Berlin, “From Creole to African,” in Laurent Dubois & Julius Scott (eds.), Origins of the Black Atlantic (Routledge, 2010)

James H. Sweet, Domingos Álvares, African Healing, and the Intellectual History of the Atlantic World (University of North Carolina, 2011), Intro & chpts 1-3 
Book Report: Natalie Zemon Davis, Trickster Travels: A Sixteenth-Century Muslim between Worlds (Hill & Wang, 2007)
Week 6:  Crisis & Transformation
Richard Grove, Green Imperialism: Colonial Expansion, Tropical Island Edens and the Origins of Environmentalism, 1600-1860 (Cambridge University Press, 1996), chpts 1-3

Harold J. Cook, Matters of Exchange: Commerce, Medicine, and Science in the Dutch Golden Age (Yale, 2007), chpts 8-9

Frederik Albritton Jonsson, “Rival Ecologies and Global Commerce: Adam Smith and the Natural Historians,” American Historical Review, (Dec., 2010), pp. 1342-1363
Dennis O. Flynn, “Comparing the Tokugawa Shogunate with Hapsburg Spain: Two Silver-based Empires in a Global Setting,” James D. Tracey (ed.), The Political Economy of Merchant Empires (Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 332-359
William S. Atwell, “International Bullion Flows and the Chinese Economy circa 1530-1650,” Past & Present, 95 (May, 1982), pp. 68-90
R. Bin Wong, China Transformed: Historical Change and the Limits of European Experience (Cornell University Press, 1997), chpts 5-6

Book Report: Timothy Brook, Vermeer’s Hat: The 17th Century and the Dawn of the Global World (Bloomsbury, 2008)
Week 7: Divides
Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence. China, Europe and the Making of the Modern 

World Economy (Princeton University Press, 2000), chpts. Intro, 1-2, 5-6
American Historical Review Forum, 107:2 (April, 2002) “Asia and Europe in the World Economy,” articles by Pomeranz, Bin Wong, and Ludden
Gareth Austin, “Reciprocal Comparison and African History: Tackling Conceptual Eurocentrism in the Study of Africa’s Economic Past”, African Studies Review, 50:3 (2007), pp.1-28
Prasannan Parthasarathi, Why Europe Grew Rich and Asia Did Not: Global Economic Divergence, 1600-1850 (Cambridge, 2011), 2-3, 6
Daron Acemoglu, James Robinson, Simon Johnson, “The Rise of Europe: Atlantic Trade, Institutional Change and Economic Growth,” American Economic Review, 95 (2005)

Book Report: Eric Jones, The European Miracle: Environments, Economies and Geopolitics in the History of Europe and Asia (Cambridge University Press, 1981)
Week 8: Possessions
Nicholas Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain (Harvard University Press, 2008), chpts. 1-5
Maya Jasanoff, Edge of Empire: Lives, Culture, and Conquest in the East, 1750-1850 (Knopf, 2005), Intro & chpts. 1-3
P.J. Marshall, The Making and Unmaking of Empires: Britain, India, and America, 1750-1783 (2007), chpts 7-11 
John C. Weaver, The Great Land Rush and the Making of the Modern World, 1650-1900 (McGill-Queens University Press, 2006), chpts, 1-3
Book Report: Emma Rothschild, The Inner Life of Empires: An Eighteenth-Century History (Princeton University Press, 2011)
Week 9: Empires & legalities
Emma Rothschild, “A Horrible Tragedy in the French Atlantic,” Past and Present, 192 (Aug., 2006), pp. 67-108
Lauren Benton, A Search for Sovereignty: Law and Geography in European Empires, 1400-1900 (Cambridge University Press, 2009), 1 & 4-6
Lauren Benton & Richard J. Ross (eds), Legal Pluralism and Empires, 1500-1850 (NYU, 2013), chpts 1, 4, 10, 11
Prasenjit Duara, “The Global and Regional Constitutions of Nations: The View from East Asia,” Nations and Nationalism, 14:2 (2008), pp. 323-45
Molly Greene, “The Ottoman Experience,” Daedalus, 134:2 (March, 2005)
Book Report: James C. Scott, The Art of Not Being Governed: An Anarchist History of Upland Southeast Asia (Yale University Press, 2009)
Week 10: Industrialization
Joseph Inikori, Africans and the Industrial Revolution in England: A Study in International Trade and Economic Development (2002), chpts. 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9
David Eltis & Stanley Engerman, “The Importance of Slavery and the Slave Trade to Industrializing Britain,” Journal of Economic History, 60:1 (2000) pp. 123-144
Frederik Albritton Jonsson, “The Industrial Revolution in the Anthropocene,” The Journal of Modern History, 84:3 (Sept, 2012), pp. 679-696
Kenneth Morgan, Slavery, Atlantic Trade, and the British Economy, 1600-1800 (Cambridge University Press, 2001)

Patrick O’Brien, “European Economic Development: The Contribution of the Periphery,” Economic History Review, XXXV (1982), pp. 1-18; Wallerstein’s response, EHR, XXXVI (1983)

Book Report: Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery (University of North Carolina Press, 1994)

Week 11: Revolutions
Jeremy Adelman, `An Age of Imperial Revolutions,’ American Historical Review, 113:2 (April, 2008), pp. 319-340

David Armitage, The Declaration of Independence: A Global History (Harvard University Press, 2007), chpts 1-2

-------------------- & S. Subrahmanyam (eds.), The Age of Revolution in Global Context, 1760-1840 (Palgrave, 2010), Introduction & chpts 2, 5
Sebastian Conrad, “Enlightenment in Global History,” American Historical Review, 117:4 (Oct, 2012)
Susan Buck-Morss, Hegel, Haiti, and Universal History (University of Pittsburg Press, 2009), chpt “Hegel and Haiti”
Robin Blackburn, “Haiti, Slavery, and the Age of Democratic Revolutions,” William and Mary Quarterly, 3:4 (Oct., 2006), pp. 643-674
Julius Scott, “Negroes in Foreign Bottoms: Sailors, Slaves, and Communication,” in Dubois & Scott, Origins of the Black Atlantic
Book Report: C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins (Vintage, 1989) 

Week 12: New Old Worlds
C.A. Bayly, The Birth of the Modern World, 1780-1914 (Blackwell, 2004), Part 1, “The End of the Old Regime”
Jurgen Kocka, “Multiple Modernities and Negotiated Universals,” in Reflections on 

Multiple Modernities. European, Chinese, and Other Approaches (2002)
Daedalus, special issue on “Early Modernities” 127:3 (Summer, 1998), Introduction by Eisenstadt and Schluchter (or more, if you want to look at the case studies – see esp Woodside, Wakeman, and Howell on East Asia)
Karl Marx, Dispatches from the New York Tribune, (Penguin ed, 2008), “Revolution in China and Europe” (14 June, 1853), plus selections on the Indian Mutiny and American Civil War, pp. 212-291
Alexis de Tocqueville, Writings on Empire and Slavery (ed. Jennifer Pitts), “Essay on Algeria” (1841), “The Emancipation of Slavers” (1843).
